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MEDIA RELEASE 
 
SAHPRA REFUTES THE CLAIM OF A FIRST COMMERCIAL LICENCE FOR CANNABIS 
 
For immediate release  

 

Pretoria, 14 October 2019 The South African Health Products Regulatory Authority 

(SAHPRA) notes with concern the statement made on Cape Talk Radio that the regulatory 

authority has issued the first commercial licences for the growing and manufacturing of 

cannabis.  The mandate of the regulatory authority is to issue licences for the cultivation of 

cannabis solely for medicinal research purposes.  

 

In an interview between a Cape Talk Radio host and Leslie Zetler who is the owner of 

Polkadraai Strawberry Farm in Stellenbosch, Western Cape, it was stated that the farm was 

the first to receive a licence to grow cannabis for commercial purposes. The current legislation 

does not permit SAHPRA to issue licenses for the cultivation of cannabis for non-medicinal 

commercial purposes including for food supplements as suggested by Cape Talk Radio. 

 

The process to obtain a licence from SAHPRA to cultivate cannabis for medical research 

purposes is a rigorous one. There needs to be standardisation of the cannabis cultivars and 

assurance that crops can be grown in conditions of strict security. The cultivation of cannabis 

for medicinal research purposes has to be strictly controlled as South Africa is a signatory to 

the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB). For this reason, SAHPRA has to date issued 

five positive recommendations granting permits, out of approximately one hundred 

applications that have or are being considered.  

 

SAHPRA recognises that there is a changing global dialogue around the use of cannabis for 

both medicinal and recreational purposes. In South Africa, the dialogue around current and 

possible future use of cannabis involves many stakeholders including SAHPRA and the 

Departments of Health, Agriculture, Trade and Industry, the Police, the Legislature and 

Parliament. Professor Helen Rees, SAHPRA Board Chairperson said in response to the Cape 

Talk interview that “SAHPRA is concerned about the inaccuracies of such narratives because 

it confuses the public in what is a complex legal and policy space. Accurate reporting is 

essential to allow the public to meaningfully participate in this debate.”   

 
 
Issued by:  
                   Ms Portia Nkambule (Acting CEO and Chief Regulatory Officer) 
                   012 842 7582/7583 
                   portia.nkambule@sahpra.org.za 
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Media Contact: 
                          Yuven Gounden 
                          012 842 7628 
                          066 1202  669 
                          yuveng@sahpra.org.za 
 
About SAHPRA  

SAHPRA is tasked with regulating (monitoring, evaluating, investigating, inspecting and 

registering) all health products and clinical trials in South Africa. Health products include 

complementary medicines, medical devices and in vitro diagnostics (IVDs). SAHPRA also has 

the responsibility of overseeing the radiation control in South Africa. SAHPRA’s mandate is 

outlined in the Medicines and Related Substances Act (Act 101 of 1965 as amended) as well 

as the Hazardous Substances Act (Act No 15 of 1973). 

 

SAHPRA has three pillars to ensure that medicines, medical devices and IVDs meet the 

requisite standards to protect the health and well-being of South Africans:  

 Safety 

 Efficacy  

 Quality  

It is these three pillars that define the ethos of SAHPRA.  
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