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MEDIA RELEASE

SAHPRA recalls a batch of YAZ Plus contraceptives due to a quality issue
Embargo: Immediate release

Pretoria, 21 November 2024 — The South African Health Products Regulatory Authority
(SAHPRA) is aware of a quality issue in a batch of YAZ Plus contraceptives (Batch No. WEW96)
distributed on 09 and 24 November 2023) which has resulted in the incorrect arrangement of

tablets within some packs, thus affecting the efficacy of the affected batch.

Instead of containing 24 pink film-coated hormone tablets and 4 light orange hormone-free
tablets, the affected packs contain 24 light orange hormone-free tablets and 4 pink film-

coated hormone tablets.
SAHPRA is collaborating with the manufacturer, Bayer, to ensure a speedy recall.

SAHPRA Chief Executive Officer, Dr Boitumelo Semete-Makokotlela, indicates that the recall
is a necessary action to protect the public from the possible inefficacy of the affected batch.
“We urge members of the public who are in possession of YAZ PLUS Batch No. WEW96) to
discontinue use and to return the packaging to their pharmacists for a replacement with a

pack from an unaffected batch or a refund,” says Dr Semete-Makokotlela.

Members of the public who are using this contraceptive are urged to check the batch number
of their current tablet packs, stop consuming the tablet, return affected packs to their

pharmacist, and consult with their healthcare professional.

See examples of correct and incorrect tablet packaging.
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For further enquiries/information contact:

SAHPRA media contact:

Madimetja Mashishi

Cell: 073 821 5994

E-mail: Madimetja.Mashishi@sahpra.org.za

Notes to Editors:

SAHPRA will post this media release on its website. Navigate to the News section on the
website.

Should you wish to request an interview, please send your request to media@sahpra.org.za
and Madimetja.Mashishi@sahpra.org.za

Updates on vaccine registration can be accessed here:

Vaccines - News and updates (sahpra.org.za) - https://www.sahpra.org.za/news-and-
updates/vaccines-news-and-updates/

About SAHPRA:

SAHPRA is tasked with regulating (monitoring, evaluating, investigating, inspecting and
registering) all health products. This includes clinical trials, complementary medicines,
medical devices and in-vitro diagnostics (IVDs). Furthermore, SAHPRA has the added
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responsibility of overseeing radiation control in South Africa. SAHPRA’s mandate is outlined
in the Medicines and Related Substances Act,101 of 1965, as amended, as well as the
Hazardous Substances Act, 15 of 1973.

SAHPRA has three pillars to ensure that medicines, medical devices and IVDs meet the
requisite standards to protect the health and well-being of all who reside in South Africa:

e Safety
e Efficacy
e Quality

It is these three pillars that define the ethos of SAHPRA.



